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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 
217. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the minister representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 
I refer to the minister’s address to UnionsWA on 30 May 2017, on the fiftieth anniversary of the 1967 referendum, 
in which he acknowledged that the stolen generation was a deliberate attempt to ensure that the Aboriginal practice 
of country, the heritage and the significance of the long connection to country was removed. 
(1) Does the minister also acknowledge that forcibly closing a remote Aboriginal community or cutting off 

services to that community to the point where living on country becomes untenable amounts to the same 
removal of connection to country and heritage? 

(2) Will the minister commit to ensuring that no Aboriginal person living on country will have to move 
against their wishes, either directly or as a result of the government ending the provision of services to 
that community? 

(3) Will the minister move quickly to address the uncertainty felt by Aboriginal people living in remote 
communities about their future capacity, and rights to do so? 

(4) Does the minister stand by the commitments he made in this speech? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The following information has been provided by 
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 
(1)–(4) As Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I am committed to ensuring that Aboriginal people maintain 

a connection to their country while also having access to the same opportunities as non-Aboriginal people. 
The McGowan government supports the regional services reform and is committed to improving the lives 
of Aboriginal people in regional and remote communities. The reform is not intended to close Aboriginal 
communities, and Aboriginal leaders and communities are involved in the consultation and 
implementation processes. 
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